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Every parson around the world will, at some point in their life, take medications to prevent or treat illness. However,

medications sometimes cause serious harm if incorrectly stored, prescribed, dispensad, administerad or if monitored
insufficiently.
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Unsafe medication practices and medication errors are a leading cause of avoidable harm in health care across the
world. Medication errors occur when weak medication systems and human factors such as fatigue, poor
environmental conditions or staff shortages affect the safety of the medication use process. This can result in severe

patient harm, disability and even death. The ongeing COVID-19 pandemic has significantly exacerbated the risk of i .rT ) & World
medication errors and associated medication-related harm. It is in this context that ‘Medication Safety’ has been E‘l}q-'? EJI:, D rld HE‘a | th MEDl[:ATV'H '\T Patient SﬂfE‘T"f
selaected as the theme for World Patient Safety Day 2022, with the slogan *Medication Without Harm'. My Drgamzﬂtm” o W Day 17 septembes 202
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The global campaign reaffirms the objectives of the WHO Global Patient Safety Challenge: Medication Without Harm
launched by WHO in 2017. The campaign calls on stakeholders to prioritize and take early action in key areas
associated with significant patient harm due to unsafe medication practices. These include high-risk situations,
transitions of care, polypharmacy (concurrent use of multiple medications) and look-alike, sound-alike medications.
The campaign will provide a special focus on the implications of the COVID-19 pandemic for medication safety,
conzidering the serious disruption in the provision of health services.

World Patient Safety Day is one of WHO's global public health days. It was established in 2019 by the Seventy-

second World Health Assembly through the adoption of reselution WHATZ 6 — "Global action on patient safaty”. lts L;; 1;1)\‘% World Health MED'EATV-H '\l World

objectives are to increase public awareness and engagement, enhance global understanding, and work towards (i .l’:k v/ Al Patient Safety
; ™ Organization WITHOUTHARM  waC% pay 1) sepmemper 2022

global solidarity and action by Member States to enhance patient zafety and reduce patient harm. —— Giotal Patiant Satety Chalenge
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Medications are the most widely utilized interventions in health care, and
medication-related harm constitutes the greatest proportion of the total
preventable harm due to unsafe care, let alone the economic and psychological
burden imposed by such harm. Acknowledging this substantial burden and
recognizing the complexity of medication-related harm prevention and reduction,
"Medication Safety” has been selected as the theme for World Patient Safety Day
2022. The campaign is envisaged to provide the needed impetus to consolidate
the efforts of the existing WHO Global Patient Safety Challenge: Medication
Without Harm, emphasizing the need to adopt a systems approach and promote
safe medication practices to prevent medication errors and reduce medication-
related harm. Special consideration will be given to areas where most harm
occurs. The key action areas are high-risk situations, transitions of care, and
polypharmacy.

Theme Slogan Call to action

Medication Safety Medication Without Harm Know. Check. Ask.
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Objectives of World Patient Safety Day 2022:

1. RAISE global awareness of the high burden of medication-related harm due to medication errors and unsafe
practices, and ADVOCATE urgent action to improve medication safety.

2. ENGAGE key stakeholders and partners in the efforts to prevent medication errors and reduce medication-related
harm.

3. EMPOWER patients and families to be actively involved in the safe use of medication.

4. 5CALE UP implementation of the WHO Global Patient Safety Challenge: Medication Without Harm.
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Get involved.
Know.
Check. EVERYONE |

has a role to play
in medication safety

P2l ke

- - World
L5

Patient Safety
DOY 17 Sepheoviner
i ?\j World Health MEDICATLN g Vorld
ﬁg <317 Organization WITHOUT HARM "1 Fatient Safety
= Foba' Pabart falely ChaNenge

Dﬂ'}" 17 September 3022

Aslkc.




el oy |y Ll ¢yl A4S A pd ieae
LS

Make sure you take
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Contact your health worker P ,
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Know. Check. Ask.
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safe use of medications. S S
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Key steps for ensuring
medication safety
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Appropriate
prescribing
and risk assessment
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3
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Dispensing,
proparation and
administration

5
‘i"‘:ﬁ@

Medication checks
for correctness and
consistoncy
at all levels of care

Medication
review

Communication
and pationt
engagement

Patient
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What strategies
can be adopted to prevent
medication errors?
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e Provide sufcent

innovation and financial and
technologies human resources
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Medication errors USS$ 42 billion
are one of the main of annual global health
causes of avoidable spending can be
medication-related - avoided if $
harm medication errors

‘ are prevented
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BEFORE

YOU TAKE IT...

KNOW

your medication

CHECK

the dose and time

your health care
professional
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QUESTIONS TO ASK
ABOUT YOUR MEDICATIONS

when you see your doctor,
nurse, or pharmacist.

1. CHANGES?

Have any medications been added,

stopped or changed, and why?

P Keep your
CONTINUE? medication
What medications do | need to keep record
taking, and why? up to date

Remember to include:

PROPER USE?

How do I take my medications, and for
how long?

¥ drug allergies

¥ vitamins and
minerals

¥ herbal/natural
products
MONITOR? ¢ ot mdcatons
= including
How will | know if my medication is working, non-prescription
products

and what side effects do | watch for?

Ask your doctor,
nurse or pharmacist
to review all your
medications to see if

FOLLOW-UP?

Do I need any tests and when do | book
my next visit?

2076 I5MP Canada

any can be stopped
or reduced.

{T SAFETY
T COUNCIL
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SafeMedicationlUse.ca

Visit satemedicationuse.ca for more information.
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